ALS (Amyotrophic lateral Sclerosis or
Lou Gehrig’s Disease) / Parkinson’s Disease
(Local Coverage Determinations for Hospice)

The following criteria are designed to help determine if hospice care may be
appropriate for a person with ALS or Parkinson’s. Clinical judgement must also

be considered.

Primary
Conditions

Secondary &
Comorbid
Conditions

Signs &
Symptoms

i

Empyrean

Hospice

Respiratory Impairment « Communication Impairment

Neuromusculoskeletal Impairment * Mobility Impairment

Digestive System Impairment + Self-Care Deficit
Dysphagia « COPD

Pneumonia » Congestive Heart Failure
Pressure Ulcers » Other

Unintentional Weight Loss

Fatigue / Decreased Muscle Tone
Difficulty Swallowing / Dehydration
Frequent Falls / Bed, Chairfast
Alternate Communication Methods
Incontinence

Recurrent Pneumonia

Thickened Liquids Required
Nutritional Supplements Required
Recurrent Urinary Tract Infections

Sepsis
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